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Seven Teachers Honored With $10,000 Knowledge Universe® Early 
Childhood Educator Award 

 
Award recognizes exceptional teachers at KinderCare® Learning Centers and Champions®  

Programs who exemplify excellence in early childhood education 
 
Portland, Ore. (Nov. 19, 2015) – Knowledge Universe, the nation’s leader in early childhood 
education, recently surprised seven teachers with $10,000 each and the company’s coveted 
Early Childhood Educator Award. Each teacher was honored for her excellence in teaching, her 
love of learning, and her dedication to her students and their families.  
 
The Knowledge Universe Early Childhood Educator Award honors the “best of the best” of its 
teachers through this annual award, which raises awareness for the early childhood education 
field nationwide and the important contribution of these teachers to the development of their 
young students. Recipients are nominated and chosen without their knowledge from more than 
26,000 early childhood educators within the Knowledge Universe family of brands, which 
includes KinderCare Learning Centers, CCLC, Champions, The Grove School, and Knowledge 
Beginnings.  
 
To date 54 teachers have earned this high honor since the program began in 2008. 
 
“We are incredibly proud of every one of our talented and dedicated teachers, and we are 
thrilled to honor the best educators in the country with the KU Early Childhood Educator Award,” 
said Dr. Elanna Yalow, CEO of Knowledge Universe Early Learning Programs. “It is also our 
intent to elevate the field by recognizing the exceptional impact early childhood teachers make 
in preparing our youngest citizens for future success.” 
 
This fall, Knowledge Universe recognized seven outstanding educators with the Knowledge 
Universe Early Childhood Educator Award. The teachers were surprised by company leaders in 
their classrooms with the award, which included $10,000 each and a trip to the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children’s annual conference in Orlando, FL. The 
winners included: 

• Megan Martina, infant teacher, KinderCare Learning Center, Greensburg, PA (photos 
for publication here) 

• Janet Simons, infant teacher, KinderCare Learning Center, Shoreview, MN (photos for 
publication here) 

• Kim Bouchie, preschool teacher, KinderCare Learning Center, Stoneham, MA (photos 
for publication here) 

• Sue Davies, prekindergarten teacher, The Grove School, Cary, NC (photos for 
publication here) 
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• Tommie Green, prekindergarten teacher, KinderCare Learning Center, El Dorado Hills, 
CA (photos for publication here) 

• Ari DacQuel, kindergarten teacher, KinderCare Learning Center, Lacey, WA (photos for 
publication here) 

• Anne Leonardi, school-age teacher, Champions at Dugan Elementary, Marlboro, NJ 
(photos for publication here) 

 
Knowledge Universe is the only early childhood education company to offer an award of such 
significance. The program reflects the company’s commitment to highlighting outstanding 
teachers who dedicate themselves to children and families in communities across the country 
by recognizing and rewarding the best and brightest. 
 
To view a video of this year’s award winners, please visit Knowledge Universe’s Vimeo page. 
 
About Knowledge Universe® 
At Knowledge Universe, we believe that education creates brighter futures. We are passionate 
about creating a world of learning, joy, and adventure for more than 169,000 children every day. 
Our devoted family of education providers leads the country in national accreditation and 
includes KinderCare® Learning Centers, CCLC®, Champions® Before- and After-School 
Programs, Cambridge SchoolsTM, Knowledge Beginnings® and the Grove School®. To learn 
more, visit us online at www.kueducation.com/us, on Facebook, or on Twitter.  
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